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contrary. Dr. Stewart congratulates the profession that the brilliant results fol¬ 
lowing the use of chloride of ammonium, both in this country and abroad, are 
becoming more generally recognized. Dr. Murchison, in the second edition of 
his work upon Disease of the Liver, 1877, p. 624, thus speaks of the drug : “The 
chloride of ammonium holds a pre-eminent place” among remedies for functional 
disorders of the liver, ‘ ‘ being of great service in the functional derangement of 
the liver attended by lithasmia.”— London Med. Record, Nov. 15, 1878. 

On the Oieate of Zinc in the Treatment of Eczema. 

Dr. H. ItADCr.iFFE Crocker, Assistant Medical Officer in the Skin Depart¬ 
ment University College Hospital, calls attention (Brit. Med. Journ., Oct. 26, 
1878) to the value of oieate of zinc in eczema. It is prepared by stirring together 
one part by weight of oxide of zinc with eight fluidounces of oleic acid as free 
from palmitic acid as possible, and, after letting it stand for two hours, heating it 
until the zinc is completely dissolved. On cooling, it forms a yellowish-white 
hard mass, which can be made into the consistence of ointment by the addition 
of one part of vaseline or olive-oil, or two parts of lard or simple ointment. 
Vaseline is preferable, as it is not liable to change. The other preparations, soon 
becoming rancid, should be freshly made, and then answer equally well and are 
much more economical. Mr. Martindale has also spread it on thin paper, which 
is a convenient way of applying in some cases. 

The above preparations Dr. Crocker has found very effectual in acute and 
chronic eczema in the discharging stage. In the dry stage, it is also useful; 
but in many cases more stimulant remedies cure more speedily. The two fol¬ 
lowing will show its mode of application and its merits, and are chosen as being 
the first two in-patients on whom it was tried, while the extent and duration of 
the disease were sufficient tests of its value. 

Case I. O. N., a boy aged 7, was admitted into University College Hospital 
on May 7th, under Dr. Tilbury Fox, with a history of having been treated in a 
provincial hospital for twelve months for general eczema with only slight benefit. 
How long he had been suffering before this was not ascertained. On admission, 
the face, neck, and scalp weie covered with pustular eczema. Thick yellowish 
crusts, with copious purulent discharge, were present in these situations ; and the 
eyes were nearly closed by discharge and swelling. Both buttocks, thighs, and 
legs were also affected ; and there were a few patches on the trunk. The dis¬ 
charge was free, but not purulent in these parts. The following treatment was 
employed: The hair was cut off, and the parts soaked in olive-oil all night to 
soften the crusts, which were then bathed off with -warm water. On May 8th, 
the oieate of zinc ointment, made with lard, was spread upon linen rags and 
applied closely by means of a bandage; the parts were kept constantly moist 
with the ointment; new crusts were removed as fast as they formed ; and every 
day all the old ointment was wiped off before fresh was put on. A drachm and 
a half of “Parrish’s food” and a drachm of cod-liver oil twice a day were also 
ordered. 

May 13th. Great improvement was manifested. The discharge and scabbing 
were much less. He continued to improve ; and on May 27th it was noted that 
the face, scalp, and neck were now almost clean, with only slight discharge; 
while the buttocks and legs were quite dry. On June 2d, there was no discharge 
anywhere, and only patches of diseased surface were left, with thin dry scales; 
and thymol (five grains to the ounce of ointment) was then added. On June 
13th, he was discharged well, with no trace of eczema anywhere, and the general 
health much improved. 
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Case II. A boy aged 10 had chronic eczema on the thighs and legs for two 
years. The medical man who sent him wrote: “ He has been to all the surgeons 
in the neighbourhood, and no one appears to do him any good.” He was ad¬ 
mitted on May 23d. Similar treatment to that of the first case was employed, 
and he also was discharged cured on June 13th. 

In addition to the above, Dr. Crocker has treated more than twenty out-patients 
during the last six weeks with this remedy. Six have been quite cured, and the 
rest are still under treatment; but all are improving—some very rapidly—in 
spite of the disadvantages attending out-patient treatment, owing to imperfect 
removal of crusts, the intermittent application of the dressings, etc. 

The oleate of zinc ointment is a remedy of the same class as Hebra’s unguen- 
tum diachyli; and, while beneficial in all forms of eczema, its most striking effects 
are seen in the discharging stage, and, so far as Dr. Crocker’s experience has 
gone, it never seems to do harm in any ease, as happens when stimulating reme¬ 
dies are injudiciously applied. 

Since writing the above, three months ago, Dr. Crocker has treated a large 
number of cases with this remedy, with most satisfactory results, so that he can 
with confidence recommend it as one of the most useful preparations for eczema 
that we possess. 

Inflammatory Fungoid Neoplasm. 

At the late meeting of the American Dermatological Association (Archives of 
Dermatology, Oct. 1878) Dr. Duhring, of Philadelphia, reported a case of this. 
The first affection of the skin from which the patient (a married lady of fifty- 
eight) ever suffered was an acute attack of what seemed to have been vesicular 
eczema, in August, 1876. This was followed by repeated attacks of urticaria, 
showing excessive irritability of the skin; and in October of the same year the 
first manifestation -of the present disease made its appearance. This was a red 
spot on the right side of the forehead, of the size of a dime, not inflammatory, 
and looking like a superficial burn. 

It gradually increased in size, and in August, 1877, began to rise slowly above 
the level of the skin, when it assumed a purplish hue, and presented the appear¬ 
ance of a boil. There were no subjective symptoms. Later, a number of tumours, 
of various character and sizes, appeared on the forehead, scalp and face, and also 
upon the trunk and extremities, most of them coming very suddenly, and some 
of them disappearing almost as rapidly. Later, some of them gave rise to con¬ 
siderable pain, and also to intense itching. In one day nine new, small tumours 
came upon the scalp, they were like gristle to the touch, freely movable, and 
soon disappeared ; also there appeared, without her knowing when, tumours upon 
her buttocks and back. 

Dr. Duhring saw her first October 25, 1877. The previous history, as given 
by patient, Dr. D. thinks reliable, she being a remarkably intelligent woman. 
When seen by Dr. D. the lesion involving the right side of the forehead (the 
original lesion), was of the size of a half cherry, of a raspberry colour, tense, con¬ 
taining no pus, tuberculated and furrowed. Inside of right arm was an oval 
patch, dull red in colour.' The natural lines of the skin were exaggerated. 
There was another tumour in the posterior fold of right axilla. Several patches 
were upon the abdomen. There was a patch in the groin half an inch in height, 
shape of a hen’s egg, and smooth. There was much dusky yellow pigmentation. 
On October 26th Dr. Duhring observed a new lesion that had appeared since the 
night before. It was near the nipple, olive-shaped, rough, of a deep pinkish 
colour, soft and supple—not inflammatory, not changing colour on pressure. It 
was evident that while tumours were continually appearing, they were almost as 



